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A survey on time and frequency transfer

Masato WADA

Abstract

Recently, there have been progress in atomic clocks based on optical transitions. Optical clocks using a single
jon or trapped atoms in lattice are expected to reach a uncertainty level of 10™ " or better, which could surpass
the current definition of the second realized by the neutral **Cs microwave clock. This performance makes
them ideal tools for new frequency standards. The transfer of precise time and frequency signals between dis-
tant clocks has been used to maintain TAI (International Atomic Time) time links. There are several methods
that are used to compare time and frequency. The comparison techniques have been developed with the advent

of new clocks. In this report, the current status of the technique on time and frequency transfer and activities

by some laboratories are reviewed.
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v ) TORWERE Y 7 P EELTFEYSHVLND
CENBV. TIFaT—FIIFTE EIRY DKL THRAM
AN AxE R RS BB LT S F a4
ELTIE, CYIVETFILEIET7ANA MLy F v —
RTFANAT— ), FENFEHZE (AOM: Acousto-
Optic Modulator) ££74%% V), BiE L7 7 4 NEOZAL
WX D EERIEICER L, BEICOMMIERT 2. 4§
12 AOM IBBAEEER T 5720, §14F3Iv oL v
T ORIRH R &) D B

F 7o, EREPIEUMTOFMEIT) 720, m%Ek
& FHESED out-ofloop HIE X AT ) LENH L. 1) E— |
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HE, WEREKEITS 7200 —H A~ JE—
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FOREEIHHOREN %R D, ERIEEIND
BEOREELHELVWHLIITIEIRVDT, Vs OLRE
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Local Site

" Optical or RF
Reference

Double-pass
Actuator

Phase
Detection

| .| Phase stabilization
(for stationary noise)

I Transceiver
(partial reflector)

:_Remote Site

2 Je7 7 A NONARHEE O

ANEHCCTHEETOEME LY RT I LIRS,
4.3 VA UORKICEK B

<A 7 u R EEESE LTS 25, 77 AN
ARSI 5 L —FOEFICRFESTERZ 2T TR
Bafe%d s, ZLTC, VJE— bOI—PFIIRIELHS
NETERBTLI LI )~ 7 0o ERE S
B SARRE 24T b 2 TS EM O EEIIHIR SN B
DT, NFEEHEED R EBEB % & 57201236
MHORFEALEZ T LEDL D 5.
4.3.1 <47 OEOMEZTEHE

7 A 7 TSRS B B AR R 2 0H 5.
Zh, REEFOEME Y 7 b &8¢ 2 BRMEEL
T 7 A NHORIFRIE % 2L S 9 5 L NHEETH
b, REFEHHERICHWONL T 7 F 2T —F I
VI TANAM Ly Ty —REMT 7 ANAT = VEF
THhb BRMWHEETIE S FM)y oz
7 — {55 % EHEH#H3EIR AR (VCO: Voltage-Controlled
Oscillator) 1238 L CESMVICMAHESH %2 F v > LT
LFES— RN TH L. @E, VA1 7 BEEETIEEE
T 5 1.5 um ONIIRIBEM 2Nz, T OLMBBELEH
TSI SR NS (TE S,

4.3.2 FRROBERERR

<A D0 PR O TR YR T O G R 1
I, 79 ¥ A® SYRTE (Sytémes de Référence Temps
Espace) % THIZE X NTHB Y, EERA O ML Tl
TS SN TWwAH. SYRTE I3 FEBICHZH X7z 86 km
D7 7A4% FT, 100 MHz O FI#I{E 512 & %t
BEEBL, 1 HEE T OREEDEEEIT-
TWwaY, HIZZOHPMD / 4 X2 X %2 % &K
L, 1 GHz OHIfME 7S L Afmklc & ) 1 B THx
10°° 1HFEHT2XI0 P OREHFEICETEL T
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4.3.3 NMIJ DEIFIKR

NMIJ (National Metrology Institute of Japan) (%~ 1
I OPEEY AT LAERHEL T 5. FEEOHEERFS
ERIA NV AT ACTEBIBNMEET 2 FEEZRHEL
THENO® Wi E T 1500 km &\ EEEEEIC D7
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Ty TOERIOWT ORI LTWAEY, &512,
MR R B L 72m2 i, RS oB50 4
AIV7HEEHE L7z 400 m #EE O B R %12
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ANAPLyTFr¥—2fHnAZLIZLD, 1HFYTE
X102 ZHET A RERAER LWL, £/, 20
VAT LT 7 F a5 LTI 7 ANAT =&
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4.4 KX v VUTICLDUR
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BB TEL. BF ¥ ) Tk TR ERE T 7 1
INIZAND Z LI RB., £LT, )E— MFA THHE
BRI i 5 2 LS TE, EREE S
OREHOF vy THHO LA I L EH S 2 L
TYA 7 af OB EEE 4 5.
4.4.1 XOMHEEENHE

— IS, HBF v ) TAREIC BT S 7 7 A NE i
T Far—%E L TAOM 2 V5. KETHESN
TWAEYATLADIZEAERAOM ZFH L2 DTH
N, WARMZENT RV, B3N8 — 20—
FHEEFE LTEDLN, EYOE— 2413 AOM T—EH
DB 7 bz 2B 7 7 A NICAHENS, )
E— M A FTIE, 7797 — Mz (FRM: Faraday
Rotator Mirror) %% H\WChx &% Y. 2L,
7Y FM)y THEEEEFOANTOY A Y E— %
WaZ e THNHEHICL 2L —E50H51, AOM
T4 —=FKNRNy 220 T5Z ERMMEEE R D, ZD7
W, RHEEY V7 0%F v ) TmEll BV CGEYIC A
BEOF ¥ NV EAT) 720121, EREToXoa
=L Y AR ROTDIIIRO L —FHNLE L %2 5.
S/N AT RT — 12X YIRS B2, Fxx )T

XA RT R ME MRS Vol.9, No.1

2 & B HBUERE CIRis 2 oo~ A 7 Bkl & 5 g
LD LECREECHEREZ XL LN TE D, BVEK
BrxMHWwD &, S/NIHPPNS WO AHMEE K E
Motz LTHHWEEESE LAY S/N ik
TrANTAT ZIZEDBITHEN L o> THIR S N S,
CNEHET B L LCE, &% s ¥ i & iRl
T5HED) E— P THEYBRIOBEHE S 7 P&
LHENH L. 72, S/INIKELEL T, IEPM 7 7
ANOHERD/DPMD IC L 2T HS A VY- Dk
g — RLAHE WS DSE LB 2 DD 5.

JF X ) TR B W CIEBIED 225 M 2 2B &
BLZD 95, F2) Y 7 08T km 12 b RAYE IS
BECGEZY, ¥ =FKDF A FIv I L IRAN—
L= I +5TheE B A 7 VA v THEET
5. COMBEERTLAFELELTL, £y P TV
7 WA E $Fr %% (DPFD: Digital Phase-Frequency
Discriminator) % H\2 724 — KR A7 AEPBHEEINT
W Z) 45) .

4.4.2 BFRROBEFERR

WA - SRR ERA Y78 LC, Ty
A NP v 7 OEMBRCR O EE % 1E U & E
TiHEA TV S, KETIL 2008 4F 12 JILA—NIST
DA4km DT 7 4 /3% FH L TJILA (Joint Institute
for Laboratory Astrophysics) @ Sr JG#% + K5 5145 NIST
(National Institute of Standards and Technology) @ Ca
SCREEFCHE SNz, BONIEEREL 1x1071° 125E
L, SHE—REEBIEEROREE B TV,
$72, km D77 ANTEL2BLkm DT 74N EH
WERBRTIE, 1B T1Ix1077 & 2x107"° DR EED
J"oHNTWD, 72720, INHDT 7 A NOKERGI1LFE
BRI SN AT— VIR T 7 AN TH Y, LRI
RENTVLEDIF—FFOATH S, I—10 v ISTILHF
B OATE L, FAYDI v~y ETI 0 and
7 &) 600 km BN 2R FRHLE 2 0 % CRIERET 7
ANY Y IPEBRL TS, 2KDT7 7 A N05Eh»k
M CPATICHE I NTE Y, ZOMREHEEEIE 920 km
T & %. PTB (Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt)
r MPQ (Max-Planck-Institut fiir Quantenoptik) @ &
T BHRIE L —F 2Rk L2ERTIZ 7 7 AN »
I OREEZI0HTIO P ZERLTHEYY, ) F
TEMTE7 74N Y7 PESN TS, RET
X, 2RO 7 74 /3% PTB Ti#EfE L, 1840 km Tt
WLER LY. ¥/, 79 A2TiE LPL (Laboratoire
de Physique des Lasers) & SYRTE 251 ~ ¥ — £ v
N Bl #E & 45 Ik A 2% & (OADM: Optical Add/Drop
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Multiplexers) % FJH L C 540 km DIl % EB L Tw»
20 EEHII N LD T 7 A NHTHEIL D AR
R OBEREE - Bl A > 792K THESHNRT
W2,

4.4.3 NMIJ DBIFEKR

NMIJ Tid, 2008 412 FE T THEEEIZ 100 km L
Lk s 7 7 A4 % (JGN2: Japan Gigabit Network
I 2HWTHF v ) TEEEZIT, Sttt FRESTO
B A MELTWEY, CoEBRTIIEBRK (UEC
Unique & Exciting Campus) & F — & & H 1 L T
NMIJ - HE KRS (RF* v v /8A) Bz 120km D7 7
ANTORE, Bx ) 7L BB 1T- 72
ATFERRIC L D HED D H N7 LB OREE 1L 1 #T 8%
107 TH P, ZHIE YD SrbtE T HEFT O % 5E E &
D IMTPLEE W, KEA—TF, HTRAFRNET 74K
RS 7 7 A NT AEE W 3R o ME
I2E D 5.6X107"° OAFED S TORWEOIER ER L
729 F 7O NMIJ T, %R0 AT LS
M, MESTYE, (ERES ORI L TS EFL
MR- FEBRABENTIT>TBY, HERNRmERAIC
HHBETOLBYPER L T, BT 18l
HLFEEDOREFTOT7 7 ANy T =7 EH TN
X, BEEZlIm ISHIRTL2ENRT VY VOEH %
Ry Y ITLIENTRRE R LY.

4.5 XABBOALICKBIEE
Yok~ aigoIIERGTE FBFICELEAICIE b
I A FBLRET B HFEDH SN, AEIE L R

ANHHEA

WADFED L L L — k% —5ET B 72O RERIE % Hl4H 5
228\l b. ) Y TEET D GVD OIS
1% 7 7 4 /X (DCF: Dispersion-Compensation Fiber) %
TTH. THICEY, WMOTHhEWI v InyfIv s
BEa i C& I s, RENEER Bk L m et
NDIGHDEZ BN TnD.

NIST T X 6.9 km ® BRAN (Boulder Research and
Administration Network) & IFiEI 2z 7 7 43 » 7

FREATHIELICIN 1HTIXIO, 100 FT 1x
W PoREELZERLTWEY. 72, A FY 20D

NPLTIE86km DY —2 77 A NEHNT, ALy
Fx— b AT — Vo 2 Bl & DCF 12 & % 5 Elifg =
HMAGDLELY AT LAZHELTVEY. AV AL TD
Ay =X D E L REREIF LR TE5X107Y,
1600 BT 4x1077 A5 N TV 5,

4.6 RXIT7ANELBEBOTED
BEOEMEDER L TV 7 7 4 3% vz bigo
PEREA R 212F L7z, M, TNHIZEITIERIC L )l
EINT) Y7 OREEZGATED, EBEOREHHEK
EBRTHWONS) Y7 LA—ThbLIIRE LV EE
FEELTBL. BRTROEREZLKEZIT) 2 LAT
ELDIE, EFYITICI LB TH D, FHICKKROW
BIDSIESEICIIE L CB Y, REEHEIC BT 2 A EE &
NTwz, BRI REoELfThbhioodh ), &
BTIE) E—F —FEFET 55 L CHBORERLA
DS TNBEY,

HETITbNs, ZORE, UE—MA PTRELNS N
FK2 FLWBATIEESNTNEIT 7 A NOFEBEBILBAEE
Frequency instability Frequency instability
Method Institute Length at 1s averaging time at long-term averaging time  Ref.
LPL, SYRTE 86 km 5x 10718 2x 10718 at 1 day 35)
Microwave frequency - 20
NMIJ 400 m 2x 1071 6 x 1072% at 1 day 40)
NIST 251 km 2 x 10716 6x 10712 at 100 s  48)
LPL, SYRTE 86 km 1.5 x 10716 6 x 10719 at 1000 s 57)
LPL, SYRTE 540 km 3x 107 1 x 10718 at 300005 51)
. . PTB LUH 146 km 3x 1071 1 x 10719 at 300005  58)
Optical carrier 14 1
PTB-MPQ 920 km 3.8 x10 4x 107 at, 8000 s 49)
PTB-MPQ 1840 km 1.3 x 10713 1.3 x 10715 at 100s  50)
NMIJ, UEC 110 km 8 x 10716 1.5 x 10718 at 400 s 52)
NMILJ 90 km 4.4 x 10718 5x 10718 at 1000 s 54)
. NIST 6.9 km 9x 1071 1x1071% at 100 s  30)
Optical frequency comb 1 17
NPL 86 km 5x 10715 4x 10717 at 1600 s 55)
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5. BRI RUEE, X7 71 /\OMEBEEE

7 B RUR R & BB RBREOREEEZ T L5
ER3DEHICRD, BHEY Y ARFREEL LD
g ThhiE, #@EofEzHnitETtrTesd
75, R A — AR BRSO B LTk ) ~
7 ORMED SDBEFEIC RS, B, THFHTL0 "I
EY LW TRFPER L7256, 77438 LK<
(T ACES 2 X BIEBAEEL %> T 5. M3 I1TRL
727 74N 0 "120km” IEERN - AM O 7 7
ANETHY, X7 743 % AUtk EtFE L o
DD TR TH D Z LD Db,

6. NMIJ DOEHE

NMIJ Tl&, BRBELRILETEE LTL7 74 %H)
L7z 2 00 HFEIZOWTHE 2D TV 5.
F~ A7 aE AL ERTHYY L9 1013k
XXV TEHVLEARNTH L. <1 70 hRITEFD
HRRPSE~OISHAPFER SN TEY, KFxr ) T7H
RIFHESHEEBEEDOBRICHEYL THD EEZ DN
L. FERICIE, R FRETO A BB TIT) 2 &
A HBICAN TSRS Z EO T 5. OB, Rl
DOIAETFRFT LD S RVIEETIET 22 L2 HIEE L

1>

XA RT R ME MRS Vol.9, No.1

31

Phase detector

N At
Timing signal —| DWDM filter —/\»
2 2
Standard signal —»{ ’/ \\ —>
)\n — - )\n
Bidirectional <
transmission
2 N [ 17 r- """ \
! Phase stabilization portion XX "
1Control | \| oo
1 signal At 1 | “‘ el :
A >O/E]!
I Long optical fiber Aco !
E/O|:
 — Il
Il
I
|

l Loop filter ‘

Fiber stretcher Fiber spool

4 MWAMKEELZEEFICLARENEL7 7430
frtHZeEAt
TWwWab.
6.1 w470 AR

RHEFESRS A I VT ETE, SHHRORES &
£4%® (WDM: Wavelength Division Multiplexing) L T
HERETHIEETERICT 5700, LFMRHEDL LR
W L7 > A 7 A OBIFEBE L Cw Y. &y
2T LFH 4IRS L) IS, mEEMESE (DWDM:
Dense WDM) 7 4 V¥ — & —LDNT 7 4 N2 T
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BAEEICHR: L HERTRFET2RESE, VHZHE
FREMTHRH L, REEEOHV Y TR TEBOM
FH7 7 AN MLy Fr— L REHET 7 4 NOMAZE
BB TR A 7 7 A N AT — L@ 2 B HIH
V— T TEREIAMAGIET 2. oo EES
BEONGHEESEES 2 VS & HEEEEL L
TECITANTHVLHICHL, ZNICL 774
INEOEHD R BN 2 (5% A FH &L, B
FREBEEDEEZOHR LSS, Ty T FT7 LA, KB
HBEADESHME, Va7 UETEE EIEE
HICHESLEEYORE & ook VY — RO A v b
T—= 7 ~\OIGHOPEETE S,

6.2 X+ UT7HRN

HHEEL 7 7 AOEHKE OB Hiy L LTI,
FEr ) 7 HRCL D RHEBEEMEF LTWEY, x—2 &
RO AT LAOFR%EKSIIRT. TOFXTIE, b
I T2 BB S L7120, 74— KNy ZHl#HO
JE PR 7 BRI 3E 2 A B 2 S ST RE & 72 B
BNTTZ 7 ANAT = v x HHW72FEERTIX, 90 km Ofz
PEBIZH LT 1000 T E5X10 S & EE R ER L T
B Afid, SHEMEEER IS AR ETHEORE, %
BEOE%EE IV FER, ) =y —RBE Va2
MY AT ADOBBEEE#ED T TFETH B,

7. b

HERHOGEEN 2 17 HF TR 2 FB e LTid, o6
7 743, ACES % iV 7z BFEMPAERTH Y, BHo
FERICEHMTE L E20N05. F/2, BellbEtE
L CHER,HIALET, JEEE BT e~ 0l L WHET
B, SRR O 2 5 B EL) AR
EN5.

&!n

i

RMEMEEZIT) hHT-oT, TG - ZPSETHE
T LA B BRI R R O uk e R L, AN A
7 AR R ISR E R O E B I EHE L LT
T AREIEODIIH), BHEZERZHSILL
FHAVEAERR S R OB R IE e (R L B 5

T72, HEX YIRS Sk L CTHW 728
Y AT AFRE O, St O]
JW R OB EH B L BT ET
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