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Quake focus
for meeting

1 HAMISH MACLEAN

Naseh

focus on “low-seismicity areas”, |
promoting  becoming  more
UNDER: DING the hazards hguake resilient and earth-
posed by earthquakes during quake aware.
“peace time" will be a major “You're in these ancas where
focus of an international earth-  hardly anything happens for
quake science conference in decadesand even centuries and
is week. then you can get out of the blue
University of Otago earth- without warning a major devast-
quake seience chairman Mark ating earthquake, or earthquake
Stirling said one of his goals was sequence,” Prof Stirling said,
e make Otago residents aware “Dunedin is a similar situa-
there were potentially hazard- tion o Christchurch. That we
ous earthquake sources in the have low rates of seismicity.
region — and the hazard was not nothing in the historical period
Just the Alpine Fault since the eity was developed by
“If you go to the pub, say. and  the Scols.
talk to someone, they think that  “But we know that there are
the only hazardous earthquake fault lines in the area that have
that’s going to affect Dunedin, had big earthquakes in the geo-
say, is going lo be an Alpine  logic past.
Fault earthquake. And that'snot  “The big uncertainty we have
the case. is how we can better anticipate
“The Akatore Fault and the when and where those earth-
Titrl Fault are very close to the quahesareeoln(whappen,hnd |
city, and if they had their major once they hug'pcn. the ground
earthquakes they would shake motions that they produce.”
the city very, very badly com- “The conference opened witha |
pared with what an Alpine Fault tour at Kaikoura, on Monday,
[earthquake] would do.” where an unprecedented 23 Firafig
Prof Stirling is the lead con- fault lines contributed to event
vener of the 2018 Taiwan-Japan-  Canterbury's  recent major | discu
New Zealand Seismic Hazards earthquake. | Zeal
Assessment Meeting, in Oamaru Twao days of workshops will be O'Ne
this week, where 70 top earth-  followed by three days of field pring
quake seientists from the three trips in Central Olago. L duri
Pacific Ring of Fire nations will hamish maclean@odt.co.n:

M3 THEICH > cREE.
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